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CHAPTER 1 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 
 The first seven sections of Chapter 1 describe how the City Code is constructed 
and implemented.  The remaining sections describe the general powers of the City of 
Cody Governing Body as authorized in Wyoming State Statutes (WSS) 15-1-103. 
 

GENERAL PROVISIONS 
 
1-1. How Code designated and cited. 
1-2. Definitions and rules of construction. 
1-3. Provisions considered as continuations of existing ordinances. 
1-4. Catchlines of sections. 
1-5. Severability of parts of Code. 
1-6. Repealing an ordinance of repeal. 
1-7. Rules and regulations incorporated by reference; disposition. 
1-8. City seal--Description. 
1-9. Same--Use. 
1-10. Police jurisdiction. 
1-11. General penalty; continuing violations. 
1-12. Refusal to pay fines. 
1-13. Late payment charge for delinquent bills. 
1-14. Accounting and processing charge on insufficient funds payments. 
 
1-1. How Code designated and cited. 
 
 The ordinances embraced in the following chapters and sections shall constitute 
and be designated as "The Code of the City of Cody, Wyoming," and may be so cited. 
The Code may also be cited as the "Cody City Code." 
 
1-2. Definitions and rules of construction. 
 
 In the construction of this Code and all ordinances of the city, the following 
definitions and rules of construction shall be observed, unless they are inconsistent with 
the manifest intent of the Governing Body or the context clearly requires otherwise: 
 
 Adult. The word "adult" means a person who is not a minor. 
 
 Bond. When a bond is required, an undertaking in writing shall be sufficient. 
 
 City. The word "city" means the City of Cody, in the County of Park, in the 
State of Wyoming.
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 City Council or council. The words "city council" or "council" shall mean the 
city council of the City of Cody, Wyoming. 
 
 Computation of time. The time within which an act is to be done shall be     
computed by excluding the first and including the last day;  Saturday and Sunday shall 
be excluded from computation. 
 
 County. The word "county" means the County of Park, in the State of Wyoming. 
 
 In the city. The words "in the city" mean and include any territory within the 
corporate limits of the City of Cody, Wyoming, and the police jurisdiction thereof, and 
any other territory over which regulatory power has been conferred on the city by    
general or special act, except as otherwise specified. 
 
 Governing Body.  The words “Governing Body” mean the members of the  
Governing Body constituting the elected legislative body of the city including the 
Mayor who is the presiding officer.  
 
 Majority. When used in a context denoting age, the word "majority" means that 
period of time when a person is an adult. A person who has reached the nineteenth    
anniversary of his birth has reached the age of majority and, as an adult, has all of the 
rights and is subject to all the responsibilities formerly granted or imposed upon a     
person who had reached the twenty-first anniversary of his birth, either by ordinance, 
statute or at common law. 
 
 Minor. When used in a context denoting age, the word 
"minor" means a person who has not yet reached the nineteenth anniversary of his birth. 
 
 Minority. When used in a context denoting age, the word "minority" means that 
period of time when a person is a minor. 
 
 Month. The word "month" means a calendar month. 
 
 Number. Words used in the singular include the plural and words used in the 
plural include the singular. 
 
 Oath. The word "oath" includes an affirmation in all cases in which, by law, an 
affirmation may be substituted for an oath, and in such cases the words "swear" and 
"sworn" are equivalent to the words "affirm" and "affirmed."* 
 
 Owner. The word "owner," applied to a building or land, shall include not only 
the owner of the whole, but any part owner, joint owner, tenant in common or joint   
tenant of the whole or a part of such building or land, and shall include any agent of 
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such owner, and where such owner is a body corporate, it shall include the managing 
agent or officer within the city. 
 
 Person. The word "person" includes a firm, partnership, association of persons, 
corporation, organization or any other group acting as a unit, as well as an individual.* 
 
 Personal property. The words "personal property" include every species of prop-
erty, except real property. 
 
 Preceding, following. The words "preceding" and "following" mean next before 
and next after, respectively. 
 
 Property. The word "property" includes real, personal and mixed property. 
 
 Shall, may. The word "shall" is mandatory and "may" is permissive. 
 
 Sidewalk. The word "sidewalk" means any portion of a street between the curb 
line and the adjacent property line intended for the use of pedestrians. 
 
 Signature, subscription. The word "signature" or "subscription" includes a mark 
when the person cannot write, when his name is written near such mark and is           
witnessed by two persons who write their own names as witnesses. 
 
 State. The word "state" means the State of Wyoming. 
 
 Street. The word "street" means and includes public streets, avenues,          
boulevards, highways, roads, alleys, lanes, viaducts, bridges and the approaches thereto 
and all other public thoroughfares in the city. 
 
 Tenant, occupant. The words "tenant" and "occupant," applied to a building or 
land, mean any person who occupies the whole or a part of such building or land, 
whether alone or with others. 
 
 Time. Words used in the past or present tense include the future as well as the 
past and present. 
 
 Writing, written. The words "writing" and "written" include typewriting,     
printing on paper and any other mode of representing words and letters. 
 
 Year. The word "year" means a calendar year. 
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1-3. Provisions considered as continuations of existing ordinances. 
 
 The provisions appearing in this Code, so far as they are the same in substance 
as those of the Code and ordinances existing at the time of the adoption of this Code, 
shall be considered as a continuation thereof and not as new enactments. 
 
1-4. Catchlines of sections. 
 
 The catchlines of the sections of this Code are intended as mere catchwords to 
indicate the contents of the sections, and shall not be deemed or taken to be titles of 
such sections, nor as any part of any section, nor, unless expressly so provided, shall 
they be so deemed when any section, including its catchline, is amended or reenacted. 
 
1-5. Severability of parts of Code. 
 
 If for any reason any part, section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase of this 
Code, or the application thereof to any person or circumstance, is declared to be        
unconstitutional or invalid, such decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining 
portions of this Code.  
 
1-6. Repealing an ordinance of repeal. 
 
 When any ordinance repealing a former ordinance, clause or provision shall be 
itself repealed, such repeal shall not be construed to revive such former ordinance, 
clause or provision, unless it shall be therein so expressly provided. 
  
1-7. Rules and regulations incorporated by reference; disposition. 
 

(a) At every place in this Code, where reference is made, and compliance required, 
to any other rules or regulations, such rules or regulations as in current use at such time 
as they may be required, are hereby declared to be a part of this Code by this reference, 
and also a part of such ordinances as may refer to them, by such reference. 
 

(b) Whenever possible, copies of all such rules or regulations as in current use from 
time to time shall be kept on file in the office of the city clerk, and also in the office of 
such other city department as may be instrumental in requiring compliance with such 
rules or regulations. 
 
l-8. City seal--Description. 
 
 The seal of the city shall be of the following design, namely: A seal, the         
impression of which shall be in circular form, bearing the words, "SEAL OF THE 
CITY OF CODY, WYOMING" on the outer edge, and the words, "INCORPORATED 
1901" in the center.
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1-9. Same--Use. 
 The seal of the city shall be affixed to all warrants, licenses, contracts, deeds, 
resolutions, ordinances, minutes of the Governing Body proceedings, and all other    
papers which are signed by the mayor and attested by the city clerk. 
  
1-10. Police jurisdiction. 
 
 In all cases wherein it shall be deemed necessary in order to protect the rights of 
the citizens of the city, as regards health nuisances and unsanitary conditions, police 
jurisdiction in the enforcement of the laws and ordinances of the city shall include all 
persons, property or premises within the authority allowed by state law or as defined by 
a mutual aid agreement  
 
Sec. 1-11. General penalty; continuing violations. 
 
 Wherever in this Code, except Section 1-12, or any ordinance, rule or regulation 
promulgated by any officer or agency of the City under authority vested in him or it by 
law or ordinance, any act is prohibited or is declared to be unlawful, or the doing of any 
act is required, or the failure to do any act is declared to be unlawful, the violation of 
any such provision of this Code, or any such ordinance, rule or regulation shall          
constitute a misdemeanor and should be punished by a fine of not more than Seven 
Hundred Fifty Dollars, to which shall be added court costs up to the maximum allowed 
by law provided, however, in addition to or in lieu of the monetary fine, a jail sentence 
not to exceed six months may be imposed for the violation of the following ordinances: 
 
 Chapter 3 (Alcoholic Beverages) 
 Section 3-8 (Sales to Minors) 
 

Chapter 17 (Vehicles) 
Section 17-2 (Adoption of Uniform Act); Section 17-6 (Leaving the Scene of an        
Accident); Section 17-8 (a)(Drivers Licenses); Section 17-8(c)(Liability          
Insurance); Section 17-9 (Damaging vehicles, throwing rocks at vehicles,     
tampering with traffic devices); Section 17-21 (DUI). 
 
Chapter 19 (Nuisance Abatement) 
Section 19-1 (Abatement, Owner, Property, Public Nuisance) 
 
Chapter 20 (Miscellaneous) 
Section 20-22 (Malicious Mischief); Section 20-23 (narcotics, sale, use,        
possession); Section 20-23-1 (Drug paraphernalia); Section 20-26 (aiding in    
escape of prisoners); Section 20-27 (Delivery of articles to prisoners); Section 
20-28.1 (Shoplifting) 
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Chapter 24 (Police Department) 
Section 24-6 (Obstructing, resisting arrest, aiding persons to escape custody)  

 
Each daily violation of this code or any such ordinance, rule or regulation shall          
constitute a separate offense. 
 
1-12. Refusal to pay fines. 
 
 Any person against whom any fine or penalty shall be adjudged under the     
provision of this Code or any ordinance, rule or regulation promulgated by any officer 
or agency of the city under authority vested in him or it by law or ordinance, who shall 
refuse or neglect to pay the same, may be charged additionally and/or committed to jail 
until the fine and costs are fully paid or otherwise legally discharged or remitted.  
 
1-13. Late payment charge for delinquent bills. 
 
 Any charges made by the city for utilities, meters, hookup fees, connection fees, 
service charges and other fees and charges made by the city which are not paid within 
thirty days of the date of the first billing shall be subject to a charge of one and one-half 
percent per month plus administrative fees as authorized by the Governing Body until 
said obligation has been paid.  
 
1-14. Accounting and processing charge on insufficient funds payments. 
 
 The city has the right to assess accounting and processing fees as allowed by law 
against any drawer who issues an insufficient funds payment to the city for payment of 
any charge, invoice, assessment or account. The terms "check," "drawer," "insufficient 
funds," and "issue" are defined for purposes of this section pursuant to the definitions 
set forth in WSS. 


